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I’m starting to second guess posting this during February. Goodness, these colours are surreal
in contrast to all the shades of grey going on here at home right now!

However, I’ve been asked some questions on my travel to the Hawaiian islands lately, and
in particular, on my visit to Lana’i. So thanks to digging through these decadent photos, I
officially ache to be back there right this second! Oh dear.

Well, you are in for a treat. And a story or 3. With even a little drama thrown in. The story of
Lana’i is finally being told and it’ll be in 3 parts…

Part 1 – Getting there, Hotel Lanai and the town (you are here)

Part 2 – Lanai Cat Sanctuary with 800 residents

Part 3 – Tours to Garden of the Gods, Sweetheart Rock and Shipwreck Beach (coming soon)

So… let’s go to Lanai!

Why Lanai?

1/32

http://www.funkyjunkinteriors.net/2018/02/lanai-part-1-getting-there-hotel-lanai-and-the-town.html
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Leaving-the-Lahanina-harbour-on-the-way-to-Lanai-in-Hawaii.jpg
http://www.funkyjunkinteriors.net/tag/hawaii
http://www.funkyjunkinteriors.net/2018/02/lanai-part-1-getting-there-hotel-lanai-and-the-town.html
http://www.funkyjunkinteriors.net/2018/03/lanai-part-2-lan%E2%80%A6th-800-residents.html
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1848.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1845.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Leaving-the-Lahanina-harbour-on-the-way-to-Lanai-in-Hawaii.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-trip-to-Lanai-overseeing-Maui-2257.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1866.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1865.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Lanai-harbour-and-ferry.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1869.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/The-quaint-stores-and-churches-of-Lanai-Hawaii-004.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-2177.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1881.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Hotel-Lanai-on-Lanai-Hawaii.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1878.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1872.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1871.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1888.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1890.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Hotel-Lanai-on-Lanai-Hawaii-001.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-1875.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/A-directional-store-sign-on-Lanai-Hawaii.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/The-quaint-stores-and-churches-of-Lanai-Hawaii-003.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/The-quaint-stores-and-churches-of-Lanai-Hawaii.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/The-quaint-stores-and-churches-of-Lanai-Hawaii-001.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/The-quaint-stores-and-churches-of-Lanai-Hawaii-002.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2017-Lanai-Hawaii-blue-ginger-restaurant-2183.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/the-totally-refurbished-gorgeous-Lanai-movie-theature-on-Lanai-Hawaii.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/the-totally-refurbished-gorgeous-Lanai-movie-theature-on-Lanai-Hawaii-001.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Lanai-community-pool-001.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Lanai-community-pool.jpg
http://funkyjunk.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Lanai-Cat-Sanctuary-at-Lanai-Hawaii-010.jpg


Regular readers will already know, I’ve been to Maui countless times. It’s my happy place.

During one of my most recent stays, I heard about an 800 cat sanctuary they have on Lana’i.
Goodness. Ever since, I vowed to fit in this island trip the next time I made it to Maui. I had to
see this amazingness for myself!

And I’m so glad I finally did! Because this little island getaway was so different from any others
and spectacular in its own right. You just wait…
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How long should you stay?

Since Lanai is a quick 45 minute ferry ride from the Lahaina Harbour on Maui, the visit can be
done in a day if you go early and plan well.

I chose to stay 3 nights to do the trip true justice.

For one thing, I know how large the swells are late in the day in Hawaii, and since I have a
tendency to get sea sick, I didn’t want to risk an evening ride back.

In hindsight, 3 nights proved to be PERFECT. I got to see everything at a restful pace.

How to get there

1. Embark from Lahaina Harbour
2. Prebook an Expeditions Ferry return trip ($30 each way) 1-800-695-2624
3. Use a parkade with a real attendant – bring cash (ask Expeditions where best to park)
4. Luggage can be held in the main town Expeditions office prior to boarding
5. Prebook a Lanai rental jeep or shuttle service 1 (808) 559-0230
6. Prebook your chosen accommodations

Learning the ropes was the trickiest part. But now that I’ve done it, here’s what to do…

First off, prebook a ferry ride there and back. I went online, chose my dates and desired times,
then paid online. Done!
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The harbour doesn’t offer parking, so you are left on your own devices. It’s best to call the town
OFFICE, not the dock sight about where to park. They will give you the address of the parkade
they like to send folks to.

The key… choose one with a real attendant, not a pay machine so you know your vehicle will
have an extra eyes on it, and you have more control over how long you wish to stay.

I made the mistake of asking the dock booth where to park and they sent me to a machine
parkade. I would have had to purchase 3 overlapping tickets as they didn’t allow for a 3 day
pass. I tried to call the number on the machine but there was no answer. So I called the
Expeditions main office for advice and they told me I was at the wrong parkade. Once I found
the attendant one, it was a breeze! Just bring cash.

I also suggest to bring your luggage to the office prior if you wish to shop or eat in Lahaina
before your trip. Inquire about their lunch / dinner / closing hours prior.
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Beating the waves

The ride over was my biggest worry. It ended up being wavy, but not terrible. Thank goodness!
I booked an AM trip for that very reason.

I got a hot ferry riding tip from another passenger though. She was taking the ferry to Lanai just
to enjoy the Maui mountain view, only to go right back again! And I mean… she knows her
stuff because those Maui mountains were stunning!

She beats the waves by standing outside at the back of the boat, rising and falling against the
rocking of the waves, ensuring she’s watching the horizon.

I tried it and barely felt the waves at all. So relieved!
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Welcome to Lana’i!

Such a lovely harbour. There was shopping and food places nearby as well.

This is the ferry I was on.
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Once we landed, my ride from the car rental place was waiting for me. This was gonna be so
fun!

When you first drive into Lana’i, you are greeted with rows upon rows of these fabulous tall,
skinny pine trees! What a fabulous entrance!

There are very few palm trees on this island as it’s considered desert conditions! So
interesting. 

Lana’i City is located in the middle of Lana’i inland which would prove to be about a 20 minute
drive.

Transportation on Lana’i

Once you arrive at the Lanai harbour, you’ll need to decide how to get around. You can either
rent a jeep or take the really well done shuttle service that provides pickups at each ferry
arrival.

Since I planned to rent a jeep, they picked me up from the harbour. If you chose the shuttle,
you could just hop on one when you arrived. However, since they do fill up at times, it’s best to
reserve your seat ahead of time. 

Renting a jeep

Dollar Jeep Rental picked me up at the harbour and took me right to their office. I even got to
choose a bright red one!
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I had also planned to purchase their insurance, as I already had a contract on my Maui vehicle,
since my own insurance wouldn’t give me two contracts at the same time.

Unfortunately, you can NOT get vehicle insurance on Lana’i. Period. You must come with
your own, or give them your credit card number.

I did not know this.

I felt deflated. I was not comfortable renting a vehicle with no insurance, so I had to make the
tough decision to learn their shuttle system instead.

You should also know… Lanai offers just jeeps because of the less than stellar off-road sights.
They also prefer you not to leave the pavement… 

But not to worry… there is a legal way to see the sights. See below.

Shuttle service

Since I didn’t end up getting a jeep, Dollar Jeep was gracious enough to drive me to my hotel.
Bless them!

And that’s where I learned all about the shuttle service.

Rabaca’s 808-559-0230 or 1 808-565-6670

The shuttle costs 10 dollars one way, no matter where you choose to go. (exceptions are the
far off coastal tours) So if you wish to go from the harbour to the cat sanitary, it’s $10. The
return trip is another $10.

I ended up using them a lot. They were super quick and I found it to be quite price efficient.

Due to not having a jeep, I rented one of their $75 tours that took in the main off-road sights.
This ended up being the best plan EVER.  I would not have wanted to drive those roads
myself! Even they got stuck.

Get the shuttle for the tours, and for true convenience, the jeep for your pit stops. Glad to help.

You’ll see those infamous roads in Part 2.
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The town

I was immediately drawn to the way the town was laid out. So unique!

The centre of the island hosts a square pine tree filled park. Then the town is laid out around it,
with the residential areas beyond that.

Above, the park is to the right, and the town starts on the left.
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And here is the right side of town.

And yes, it was just that quiet during my entire stay. Oh how I LOVED this little island already!

But first, it was time to get dropped off at my hotel.
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I stayed at Hotel Lana’i, which was right in front of the park. The surroundings were stunning!

This place also was one of the most conservatively priced places on Lanai, chiming in at
approx $230ish a night.
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VRBO showcases some other places a little further residential. And of course, if you wish to
stay beach front, there’s the Four Seasons at a higher price point. (1k and up)

I LOVED this hotel for the price, location, plantation experience, plus it has an in-house
restaurant and incredible breakfast included.

Plus, it was just so historic-vintage-pretty! The ceilings and walls were true board and batten
white, wood floors, braided curtains, tall ceilings, authentic Hawaiian quilts, LOVELY.

I’m just sorry the interior pictures didn’t turn out. Be sure to peek at the website HERE to see
them. The main picture on the homepage was my room!
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My first night was in a non-lanai room. So I utilized these lovely rockers in front of the large
picture windows.

I then changed my room to a lanai room the next night as I really missed my own outdoor
space.

And it was perfect.
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Now we’re talkin’! I brought my breakfast out here every morning. And ended each evening out
here too.
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I loved this room and place so much. My room is the right side roof line. I mean, what a setting,
right? It was like staying in a tropical Canada with those towering pine trees.

While the rooms are true hotel style with just a fridge, the grocery store was steps away
making loading up your fridge pretty effortless. Plus the hotel did have a fabulous restaurant.
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Not to mention, the breakfast that came with!  Cereal, fresh fruit, muffins, granola, yogurt, hard
boiled eggs… so good! I felt so privileged to have this laid out each AM!

After I was dropped off at the hotel, I made my way around the quaint town.
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Goodness…

This is Richard’s Market which was steps away from my hotel. They had everything you
needed food wise. So I stocked up on a few things for the fridge, such as cheese and crackers
and fresh fruit, and of course, treats for the cat sanctuary I wanted to go to the next day. I could
not wait!
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I honestly didn’t know where to dart next. So I just wandered. So many lovely shops, cafes,
little pubs, coffee shops, post office, drug store, all plantation style.

This island was certainly gorgeous in every way possible!
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And then there it was.

The Blue Ginger Cafe was one of the highest recommended places on Lanai, and when I
finally ate there the next day, it did not disappoint. I ordered their burger and the homemade
bun absolutely melted in my mouth!

I even got to sit outside and overlook the park.
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But what I did end up doing that night and every night I stayed on Lanai even surprised me!

I knew about the local theatre but I had no idea how personal it would ultimately get. The
Lana’i Theatre  became my main stop each evening I was in Lanai.

There was a really good movie playing each night I was there, so I went all 3 evenings! I saw
Thor the first night.

Talk about a great start… 

This place…  it’s a heritage movie theatre that’s been completely revamped to all state of the
art equipment, boasting to be one of the best on the Hawaiian islands.

Right down to those exquisite reclaimed wood walls done in a herringbone style. So high end.
A little on the chilly side though, so I was glad I brought a cozy wrap.

It was a wonderful and safe way to spend each evening since I was on my own. And since my
room didn’t have a TV.
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When I first looked into Hotel Lanai, I was a little sad to see it so far away from the beach and
with no pool on board.  I was so use to my pool and beach on Maui, so what would I do?

29/32



However, after getting to Lanai, I learned about the brand new Lana’i community pool you
can use for free! It was absolutely stunning and immediately wiped my lack of water blues
away. I was in that lovely heated pool on a cooler day so as you can see, I had the place to
myself.

What a cool first day!

Right before I turned in for the night, I ensured my cat treats were packed along with my cooler
of food and towel, because I planned to spend the ENTIRE next day at the cat sanctuary!
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Crazy? Oh yes, indeed. However that is why this crazy cat lady came to Lanai in the first
place, so I planned to do it right.

And that very big, meow filled amazing day is next!
.

Have you been to Lanai? What was your fav thing about it?
.

Visit all Lanai instalments HERE
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